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    WELCOME

NATURAL 
BEAUTY  
 

Project to replace tee  
markers with ironwood  
is inspired by nature 
 
BY THOMAS FREESTONE,  
PGA Director of Golf Operations 
 

Throughout Hawaii, and especially 
here on the Garden Island of Kauai, 
we share a deep connection with and 
appreciation for the nature that sur-

rounds us each and every day.  
One of the ways we’ve chosen to deepen 

that connection at the Ocean Course at Ho-
kuala is by ensuring our guests feel that appre-
ciation as well. And as we looked at all of the 
various touch points that golfers have with the 
course that leave a lasting impression on their 
experience, we realized that adding an ele-
ment of nature to our tee markers would be a 
terrific starting point. 

With that in mind, we recently began a proj-
ect to have all of our tee markers handcrafted 

Keep reading  >>

New tee markers and cart path murals will share 
stories about some of the creatures of the sea.

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
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PLANS IN 
WORKS FOR 
NEW HOTEL, 
GOLF SHOP 
LOCATION 
 

Things are on the 
move at the 
Ocean Course at 
Hokuala. The golf 

shop will be taking up 
quarters in the Hale Kiele 
Snack Shop, anticipated   
in August as the current 
location on the left side of 
the 18th fairway makes 
way for a 210-room hotel – 
a new addition to the 
Curio Collection by Hilton. 

At the Ocean Course at 
Hokuala we’ll have a new 
location for our bag drop 
and parking, and plan to 
create a quaint new golf 
shop at Hale Kiele. In 
addition to the new hotel, 
there are plans for 
additional amenities for 
owners and visitors in the 
future … so stay tuned! 
..............................................  
CLICK HERE to book tee 
times at the Ocean Course.

      COMING SOON…    WELCOME

from ironwood that has been cut 
from around the property and  
designed with unique ocean-
themed markings.  

Makana Duncan, a talented  
artist and the daughter of Golf 
Sales Manager Hualani Duncan, 
has been painting each piece  
by hand.  

The black tees will now be repre-
sented by a tiger shark, while other 
tees will be marked by a humpback 
whale, Hawaiian spotted eagle ray 
(hihimanu), dolphin and sea turtle. 

 Makana will also be painting 
small murals of each sea creature 
on the cart paths in order to easily 
identify the teeing areas. These 
will be completed by the end of 
summer, and the project truly 
comes from the team’s heart as  
we all work together to create an 
experience that gives the best ex-
ample of Kauai when you come  
to play our course.  

We will begin to tell the story  
of each of the selected ocean sea 
creatures and how it connects to 
the island, resort and the Hawaiian 
culture. 

 The inspiration for this project 

is our effort to completely connect 
with the land and sea. Golfers will 
notice other small changes as well, 
and collectively they have helped 
create a more genuine experience 
at the Ocean Course.  

Plastic flagsticks have been re-
placed by natural hardwood. Out-
of-bounds stakes and penalty 
markers are now made from the 
same ironwood that you’ll find in 
the tee markers, painted with the 
appropriate white, red and yellow 
colors at the tops. 

 These small but hardly insignifi-
cant changes add a natural look 
and feel to the course, helping it 
blend seamlessly into its stunning 
natural surroundings. 

 These projects are a great ex-
ample of team effort, being re-
sourceful and using a little 
creativity.  

By doing these things, we are 
able to share our amazing connec-
tions with this beautiful place, and 
pass along to our guests our ap-
preciation of the ocean and all the 
natural beauty that makes Kauai 
one of the most magical places in 
the world.

Murals of sea animals on the 
cart paths will help guide 

golfers to the proper tee box.

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com/book-a-tee-time
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Picture the ultimate in golf fun – then 
double it – and you have  Rock ’N 
Range at the Ocean Course at Ho-
kuala. We’re talking about grooving 
to serious entertainment merged 

with grooving your swing at the practice range.  
In a nutshell, Rock ’N Range is an attraction in-

tended to entice a non-golfer to maximize their 
enjoyment on the range – be it hitting golf balls 
or just socializing with friends. It’s a full-on, elec-
trified, night glow golf range with a live band 
and food trucks. 

“Rock ’N Range is basically a party on the 
range,” says PGA Director of Golf Operations 
Thomas Freestone. “You’re getting to hit golf 
balls, with some fun activity in between, and 
also get to have food and drinks with friends.”   

The experience is a hitting bay that you rent 
out. It can accommodate approximately 10 
people. The hitting bay has a lounge set up, 75 
strands of neon lights, 10 targets, tiki torches (as 
flagsticks) and more than 1,200 glow golf balls.  

You can also play team games where players 

accumulate points based on their shots. Teams 
will advance until top point earners face off to 
determine the Rock ’N Range champion.  

“Having a special attraction for non-golfers  
helps break the ice and gets a golf club in their  
hands,” says Freestone. “That’s where the magic 
happens. If they see it’s not as hard as they once 
thought it was, that helps with that next step, 
which is perhaps a golfer development program, 
a round of nine holes, or even a little FootGolf to  
get them over here to experience the Ocean 
Course at Hokuala.” 

Freestone also notes that Rock ’N Range is 
great for events and charity functions.  

“For all of our non-profits on the island, it’s a 
way for us to offer something that can contrib-
ute back to our local community,” he says. 

Rock ’N Range is the ideal event for busi-
nesses, teams, charities, resort guests and incen-
tive groups. It’s comfortable for 100 up to 200 
people. Folds of Honor, an organization that sup-
ports and provides scholarships to military fam-
ilies, will hold a Rock ’N Range event in  

October, and there are hopes to offer it regularly 
on Friday nights.  

“Rock ’N Range offers an alternative to a 
movie, football game or a regular night out,”  
says Freestone. “It also turns the game into a 
more welcoming experience to the non-golfer – 
therefore, it’s something unique. Equally impor-
tant, for charitable organizations on Kauai, it 
offers something new and fresh to utilize as a 
fund-raising experience.”

NIGHT GAMES! 
 

Rock ’N Range gives golf groups, businesses, and charities a 
chance to light up their events at the Ocean Course at Hokuala

VIDEO EXTRA! The Ocean Course’s Rock ’N Range features 
a night glow golf range with a live band and food trucks. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

“Rock ’N Range is  
basically a party on  
the range. You’re  
getting to hit golf  

balls, with some fun  
activity in between  
and also get to have  

food and drinks  
with friends.” 

  
– THOMAS FREESTONE,  

PGA Director of Golf Operations

    ACTIVITIES

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.golfhokuala.com/golf-outings


Malama is Hawaiian for  “to 
take the very best care of.” 
The aptly named 2022   

Malama program does just that for 
golfers seeking outstanding value at 
the Ocean Course at Hokuala.  

A $150 initiation fee in the pro-
gram enables golfers to pay $125 per 
round for the remainder of 2022.  

Anyone visiting Kauai can enlist. 
Participants in the Malama program 

can create a profile in our point of sale 
system and charge to that account for 
a hands-free resort experience. 

“This is how we take the best care 
of somebody,” says PGA Director of 
Golf Operations Thomas Freestone. 
“You’ll see immediate savings after 
two rounds; from then on, the pro-
gram is one of the best in Hawaii golf.” 

Freestone observes that the Ma-
lama program is ideal for anyone who 

just loves to play golf.  
“If you’re somebody who enjoys 

playing golf on their Kauai vacation, 
or who returns here year after year, 
especially multiple times a year, this is 
your program,” he says. “The Malama 
program is designed to take the best 
care of those golfers who want to 
spend the most time with us, and it’s 
a way to build more of a relationship 
with our guests and them with us.”

SEAL OF 
APPROVAL 
 

The Ocean Course  
nabs No. 12 in  
Golfweek ranking 
 

The Ocean Course     
at Hokuala has        
received another    

high honor. 
Golfweek released its  

list of Best Courses You  
Can Play in each state in 
June, and The Ocean  
Course at Hokuala came  
in at No. 12 in Hawaii. 

The list of the top  
public-access courses in 
each state is compiled  
by the magazine’s  
nationwide network of 
raters, who rank courses 
based on 10 criteria. 
...............................................  
> VIDEO EXTRA! The  
Ocean Course at Hokuala  
was recently featured on  
an episode of “Journey’s  
With Matt Ginella,” where  
the longtime golf journalist 
immersed himself in the 
culture of the island of Kauai.  
CLICK HERE to watch now! CLICK HERE TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE MALAMA PROGRAM

SIMPLY  
THE BEST  
Malama program offers golf 

lovers great rates throughout 
the year at the Ocean Course
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    THE COURSE

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GM6dJLKw-fc


Kawena Hokuala  |  August-September 2022

GO FOR THE GREEN! 
 

Golf Professional Cort Walter shows you how to take on the beautiful 16th hole at the Ocean Course at Hokuala The 16th hole at the Ocean 
Course at Hokuala hugs the 
Pacific Ocean coastline and 
works its way down to Kuki’i 

Point Lighthouse. It can be one of the 
most exciting challenges on the course.  

The best tip to enjoy this breathtak-
ing Jack Nicklaus masterpiece is to have 
fun, give it all you got, and accept what 
is or what is not. 

For those who haven’t played the 
short par 4, the green is within reach of 
a decent drive, but it cannot be seen 
from the tee box. The fairway slopes all 
the way down to the green, while also 
working its way toward the “little” water 
hazard on the left. Good tee shots that 
turn into the slope will be rewarded 
with a soft bounce toward the green. 

The 16th green is also firm and fast. 
The best approach shots land short of 
the pin and funnel to it with the green 
sloping front-to-back and right-to-left.  

Just be cautious not to go over the 
green as the hidden bunker in back  
will surely add a stroke or two to your 
scorecard. Have fun and enjoy! 
....................................................................  
CLICK HERE to learn about the  
Hokuala Teaching Program.

    VIDEO EXTRA!

https://youtu.be/-q5e4dolbq8
https://www.golfhokuala.com/golf-lessons
https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
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Elise Guirao epitomizes the meaning 
of Ohana. The Hawaiian word for 
family, Ohana not only describes 
how she feels about the people she 

works with and the guests who visit the Ocean 
Course at Hokuala, but also the deep meaning 
for her in the islands. Born and raised on Kauai, 
Guirao said her family traces its Hawaiian line-
age back seven generations. 

 Guirao’s title is Merchandise Manager, but 
she wears many other hats. She began work-
ing at the property in April of 1995 with a 
part-time position in a gourmet gift shop that 
sold only coffee, chocolates, hats and T-shirts, 
but quickly moved over to become a golf shop 
attendant and has since taken on many other 
responsibilities in addition to her current role.  

 Here, she shares her thoughts on the golf 
shop and working at the Ocean Course… 

u u u  
How would you describe the 

golf shop? Our golf shop offers all the ne-
cessities for a great golf round as well as golf 

and resort wear for on and off the course, in-
cluding golf balls, gloves, clubs, shoes, golf 
towels, sunscreen, headwear, and men’s and 
women’s apparel and accessories. 

u u u  
What’s the most unique product 

guests can find in the golf shop? 
One of our most popular non-golf items are 
the Aloha Collection bags. They are popular 
among residents and visitors alike. With an 
abundance of beautiful island designs and 
available in many different sizes, they are great 
for traveling and just being on the go explor-
ing our beautiful island. 

u u u  
What is going on with the golf 

shop now? We are undergoing a tempo-
rary move as there are new plans for the build-
ing that we currently reside in. We plan to 
utilize our “Hale Kiele Snack Shop” area as a 
golf shop check-in as well as some other fu-
ture retail opportunities that are in the works. 

u u u  

What’s the best part about 
working at the Ocean Course at 
Hokuala? The people I get to work with. 
Many of us have worked together at this  
property for more than 20 years. We are truly 
an Ohana (family) here. We also get to work  
on an amazingly beautiful property. We are 
fortunate to be able to watch the sun rise 
above hole No. 13 and see the vibrant hues 
painted in the sky in the distance of hole  
No. 16 when the sun sets. 

u u u  
What do you like to do for fun? 

Although I have been working in the golf in-
dustry for more than 20 years, I just recently 
started playing consistently with my family in 
a best-ball scramble format and have been en-
joying it. I also love watching movies, plays, 
going to concerts and listening to music. 

u u u  
Where’s your favorite place to 

eat locally and why? Hualani’s Restau-
rant at Timbers Kaua`i has a Farm to Table 
dinner that is absolutely delicious. The food is 
fresh, the atmosphere is relaxing, and the 
views are spectacular. 

u u u  
What might someone be sur-

prised to know about you? I have 
been a hula practitioner for 28 years.

    MEET THE TEAM

“Many of us have worked together at this property for 
more than 20 years. We are truly an Ohana here.” 

– ELISE GUIRAO, Merchandise Manager

MINDING 
THE STORE  

Get the inside scoop on golf shop  
gear and more from Ocean Course 

Merchandise Manager Elise Guirao

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/


Fruits and vegetables are-
n’t the only thing grow-
ing at The Farm at 
Hokuala. The list of pro-

gramming offered on the Timbers 
Kaua`i activities calendar con-
tinues to expand as well. 

Here’s a look at some of the 
family activities available on The 
Farm in the coming weeks… 
u u u  
YARD GAME HALE HOUR 

Includes outdoor playtime for 
the whole family on Thursdays 
from 3-5 p.m. Fun and games in-
clude Cornhole, Yard Dice, Ring 
Toss, giant Jenga, giant Connect 
Four, board games, books and 
more. Farm goodies available  
for purchase include snacks,  
teas and sangria.  
u u u   
PAINT AND SIPS 

Explore your unique artistic  
ability as Agricultural Activities  
Coordinator Roni Marco guides  

you through a series of steps to 
recreate a beautiful landscape on 
canvas. Sip on tea or sangria and 
snack on Farm treats as you paint! 
Available upon request for $40 
per person, with a minimum of 
five people to reserve and subject 
to availability. 
u u u   
ART KITS 

Available for purchase at The 
Farm for $25 each, art kits include 
canvas, paint, and use of an easel. 
Artists can enjoy painting out-
doors and capturing some of the 
many beautiful landscapes of-
fered at the Ocean Course. 
u u u   
CRAFT DAY 

Express your creativity with   
coconut and rock painting, lei 
making and other activities  
curated by Roni. 
..........................................................  
CLICK HERE to explore The Farm  
at Hokuala.

FUN ON THE FARM 
 

New programs added to Timbers activities calendar

    THE FARM

Activities Coordinator  
Roni Marco, shown here  

harvesting pea pods from 
The Farm, is running paint 

and sips and craft day.
Kawena Hokuala  |  August-September 2022

https://www.timberskauai.com/experience/farm-at-hokuala/?cid=7015b000005MHqUAAW&_vsrefdom=ocmag0122&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7015b000005MHqUAAW&utm_source=ocmag0122
https://www.timberskauai.com/experience/farm-at-hokuala/?cid=7015b000005MHqUAAW&_vsrefdom=ocmag0122&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7015b000005MHqUAAW&utm_source=ocmag0122
https://www.timberskauai.com/experience/farm-at-hokuala/?cid=7015b000005MHqUAAW&_vsrefdom=ocmag0122&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7015b000005MHqUAAW&utm_source=ocmag0122
https://www.timberskauai.com
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     TIMBERS KAUA‘I

Inside the Laola  
Nani townhomes.

ISLAND LIVING 
 

New real estate project offers sweeping  
views and a taste of life on Kauai 
 

A new real estate development is in full swing at 
Timbers Kaua’i at Hokuala, with five of 12 res-
idences that are currently under construction   
now under contract at the Laola Nani townhomes.  

An oceanfront luxury resort community and private res-
idence club on Kauai that fronts the 15th fairway of the Jack 
Nicklaus Signature-designed Ocean Course, the residences 
also offer sweeping views of the Ninini Point Lighthouse to 
the southern horizon. 

“When we first arrived at this verdant stretch of coastline 
tucked between the Haupu mountains and the historic  
Ninini Lighthouse we envisioned the beauty, privacy and  
unparalleled vistas our future owners would enjoy,” said  
Chris Burden, Chief Development Officer at Timbers Resorts. 
“Our team diligently planned the Laola Nani townhomes to  
individually capture the sweeping views and enjoy the natural 
allure of Kauai by emphasizing indoor-outdoor living – all 
while having access to our award-winning, five-star services 
and amenities.” 

Pre-construction pricing starts at $6,090,000 for a three-
bedroom, three-and-a-half bath residence to $7,490,000 for  
a four-bedroom, four-and-a-half bath residence. 
........................................................................................................  
CLICK HERE for more information on Laola Nani.

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.timberskauai.com/laolanani?cid=701380000017O5r&_vsrefdom=kauwgs&sales=General%20Queue&source=
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    RESORT DINING

SILVER 
STAR!  

Hualani’s honored in  
HONOLULU Magazine’s 
Hale ‘Aina Awards  
 

Cheers to Hualani’s 
Restaurant! The Timbers 

Kaua`i dining establishment 
recently placed Silver in the 
Best Kauai Restaurant category 
in the Hale ‘Aina Awards, 
Hawaii’s longest-running and 
most prestigious dining honors.  

Founded by HONOLULU 
Magazine in 1984 to spotlight 
the best restaurants in Hawaii, 
the awards were voted on  
by more than 8,000 readers, 
and were announced June 7 
during a live reception at the 
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg 
Ho‘okupu Center. 

“Congratulations to the 
amazing team at Hualani’s  
for operating at the highest 
levels of quality, and offering 
Hawaii’s most delicious and 
innovative dishes with great 
service,” said Carey Sprenger, 
Senior Marketing Manager at 
Timbers Kaua`i. 
...................................................  
CLICK HERE to view the list.

    HONORS

If you want to know what’s cooking at Hualani’s 
Restaurant, here’s a look at the newest items on 
the menu that you can enjoy this summer:  

Summer Chopped Salad: Features local 
greens, toasted macadamia nuts, and citrus, 
sprouts, mint, cilantro and basil from The Farm at 
Hokuala. The salad is served with a sesame vinai-
grette and offers a Vietnamese-style flavor profile 
with ingredients that are all Kauai.   

The Ribeye: It’s back! Featuring Harris Ranch 
Black Angus – one of the country’s most 
prized cuts – this steak is grilled to order 
and served with crushed Yukon Golds, 
vegetables from local farms, and topped 
with a green peppercorn demi-glace.   

Poisson Cru: One of Hualani’s most requested 
items from last year, the Poisson Cru includes local 
Ono, crispy vegetables, coconut milk, and limes 
from The Farm at Hokuala tossed together and 
served in a frozen coconut from the property.   

Lobster Risotto: The Lobster Risotto is now 
made with Amaebi from the Kaulakahi Channel 
between Niihau and Kauai. The cold-water shrimp 
are harvested from 500 fathoms, the spot where 
prawns are sweet and buttery.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

From prized beef to ocean catches, Hualani’s Restaurant is featuring a variety of new items on the menu for summer

CLICK HERE  
TO VISIT  

HUALANI’S 
ONLINE

Guests have 
new menu 

items to enjoy  
at Hualani’s.

https://www.honolulumagazine.com/hale-aina-award-winners-the-best-restaurants-in-hawaii/
https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.timberskauai.com/experience/farm-sea-table/
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    FUN FACTS

I design and artistically create the best spam musubi, 
chicken salad sandwiches and gourmet hot dogs this  
side of Lihu'e. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
I once signed up for stuntman school and played semi-pro 
soccer. I was offered the chance to play professionally for 
Germany, but turned it down. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
I did all the finish work at Japanese Grandma’s restaurant 
and enjoy the onolicious food there. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
Before coming to the Ocean Course at Hokuala, I worked in 
the hotel industry, managing and organizing convention 
groups for 20-plus years. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
I was a professional cowboy and rode bulls up until 
college. In 1986, I was second in world standings. I also  
was on the Coors Roster Rodeo team and Willie Nelson 
Wrangler team. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
My favorite fun activity on Kauai is to hike Kalalau Trail and 
Hanakapi'ai beach. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
I enjoy the beach and love the brae-don spicy poke and 
kalua pig grinds at Konohiki. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
My ideal foursome for golf would be me, Jack Nicklaus, 
Tiger Woods, and Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott.  
I’ve actually messaged them. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
My hobbies include golf and FootGolf, riding a Harley, 
biking, surfing, kayaking, water skiing, fishing, dirt  
biking and hiking. CLICK HERE to meet. 
 
I enjoy spear fishing and on-shore fishing. I also like to go 
to the gym and love to play golf. CLICK HERE to meet.

WHO’S  
WHO?

Not only does the Ocean Course at Hokuala staff love 
their jobs, they also enjoy a wide variety of activities and 
have some interesting backstories. See if you can match 
the names and faces below with their descriptions  >>>

Hualani Duncan 
Sales Manager

Mila Ganir 
Hale Kiele Café

Myles Suguitan 
Lead Cart Attendant

Randall Seuferer 
Guest Services/Golf Shop

Tammy Nishimoto 
Golf Shop Attendant

Walt McCoy 
Starter

Ivy Nishimoto 
Guest Services

Jackie Garces 
Golf Shop

Joe Talburt 
Outside Guest Services

Kawika Parangan 
Outside Guest Services

https://www.timberskauai.com
https://www.golfhokuala.com
https://www.facebook.com/oceancoursehokuala
https://www.instagram.com/golfhokuala/
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-mila-ganir
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-randall-seuferer
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-walt-mccoy
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-jackie-garces
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/joe-talburt
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/tammy-nishimoto
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-ivy-nishimoto
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-hualani-duncan
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-myles-suguitan
https://www.golfhokuala.com/meet-the-team/meet-kawika-parangan

